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Fact sheet for planning levels                    
 
 

 Regional The Algarve Territorial Model (Plano Regional de 
Ordenamento do Território do Algarve, PROT Algarve, 
2007)  
 

  

Planning level      Type of plan   



 

 

-- 

PLEASE NOTE that your contribution will be published as an ‘Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 Internati onal (CC BY-NC-SA 4.0)’ licence.  

For further information please see: https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/  

 

 

page 2 
Country Profile Portugal 
Fact sheet 

Author: Geography Professor Eduardo Medeiros 

HOW TO CITE: Medeiros, E. (2021): Portugal. (date of access). 

 
  

 
Legal basis 
The Legal Framework for Spatial Planning Instruments (Decree-Law 80/2015).  
 
Competetences 
Under Article 52 of the Legal Framework for Spatial Planning Instruments, the regional spatial planning programmes 
define the regional strategy for territorial development, integrating the options established at national level and 
considering the sub-regional and municipal strategies for local development, constituting the reference framework 
for the elaboration of programmes and intermunicipal and municipal plans.  
 
Binding force 
Territorial plans bind public entities and, directly and immediately, private individuals. The rules of the territorial 
programmes which, depending on their urban territorial impact, condition the occupation, use and transformation of 
the land must be integrated into the territorial plans. 
 
Tasks and content 

• Regional programmes are made up of: a) strategic options, guidelines and a set of figures illustrating the 
substantive guidelines defined therein; b) a scheme describing the proposed territorial model and identifying the 
main systems, networks and interfaces at the regional level.  

• Regional programmes are accompanied by a programme report, which contains an assessment of the territorial 
dynamics, including the evolution of land use, the dynamics of demographic transformation and occupation, the 
population structure and the prospects for economic, social and cultural development in the region. 

 
Process, duration, participation 

• The public consultation phase for the proposed PROT Algarve ran from 14 August to 30 November 2006. Total 
number of participants with comments and suggestions: 86; total questions asked: 392.  

• Four public sessions were held with wide participation by citizens: 13 October in Portimão / 17 October  

• in Aljezur / 20 October in Alcoutim / 24 October in Faro.  

• Approved by the Council of Ministers on 24 May 2007 and published on 3 August 2007 in the Diary of the 
Republic. 

 
Duration of validity 
The strategy and the Territorial Model are valid on an ongoing basis with no defined expiry date.  
 

Facts: The ‘Territorial Model’ as a guiding principle of spatial planning 
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Detail 1: The Algarve Territorial Model (Plano Regional de Ordenamento do Território do Algarve, PROT Algarve, 
2007) 

 
Location of the area 
The Territorial Model of the PROT Algarve places a special emphasis on the connection with the neighbouring Spanish 
region (Andalucía). This is visible in the need to establish rail connections, including both normal and high-speed 
connections. It is also interesting to see the need to reinforce the existing cross-border motorway connection which 
resulted from the first EU Interreg A programme: the construction of the Guadiana Bridge. 
 
Initial situation 
In 2009, a monitoring report for the PROT Algarve recognised a climatic interaction between the Mediterranean and the 
Atlantic that determines the existence of an ecosystem complementary to that of the Andalusian region and unique in 
southern Europe. However, despite making use of several indicators from Andalucía, it does not reveal how the 
territorial model could be implemented to improve the accessibility of physical connections with its Spanish neighbour.  
 
Particularities of the procedure and/or contents 
The strategy and Territorial Model aim to place the Algarve in the group of the most developed regions in Europe by 
2030: above the EU average in GDP per capita. This goal entails substantial gains in productivity (on average 3.6% per 
year). This is possible through a concerted effort to improve the economic structure and the human resources capacity 
along with a high growth of the regional product. 

Regional Development and Coordination of Lisbon and Tagus Valley. Available from: https://www.ccdr-
alg.pt/site/info/prot-algarve   

Notes and links 

Characteristics 

Details of the plan 

https://www.ccdr-alg.pt/site/info/prot-algarve
https://www.ccdr-alg.pt/site/info/prot-algarve

